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" 'Referénce 1s mide to the %assygs despatch llo. 75 dated
August 2, 1960, subjects French itemic Energy Project in Israels

Enclosed is a’ statement and 1ist of quesﬁmnsﬁ prepared by
another U, S, Government agency, expressing interest in any further
information or details which may become available to the Embassy
concerning a French-adsisted nuclear power reactor project at
Beersheba rceéntly reported to the Epbassy by an Anerican technician.
As will be noted from the enclosuré, no information is so far
available substantiai;ing the E&nbassy? g repord.
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a. What is the current Israeli plan for nuclear power?

b. What is the current status of the Franco—Israeli agreement for
atomic energy cooperation? .
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INTELLIBENCE INFORMATION REQUIREMENT == CONFIDENTIAL == R D No, A-8R16
: date= 19 September 1960

AREA= Israel '~ SUBJECT= Ad Hog/Nuclear Power Plant
REFERENCEs State, Tel Aviv, Despatch Nou 75, 2 August 1960, Confidential

BACKGROUND

i - ¥, This requirement pertains to Category III of the Priority National
Scientific and Technical intelligence Objective and is of Routine collection priority

2. Tel Aviv Despatch No, 75 reports the impression of an American bussiness-
mant that the French are assisting Israel in the construction of a gas-cebled pewer -
reactor having a capacity of 6C megawatts of electricity, While there have been a
number of statements over the past few years that sooner or later Israel must turn
to muclear regetors for its power requirements, we have no information that a
nuclear power project is now under construction or contemplated in the next few
years, In April 1958, Dr. Ermest Bergaman, Chairmen of the Israel ARC, stated that
the Franco-Israeli agreement for assistance in the atomic energy field was limited
to the exchange of information on uranium chemistry and methods for the production
of heavy waterl, We have no information from eith Israel or France that the French
are assisting Israel on any type of nuclear energy prejects,

REQUTREMENTS

1. Please report all information which might confirm or deny the
existence of the projeet reported in Despatch No. 75.

2, If the information is confirmed:

a, When was the construction of the power station started? What is
the expected date of completion? What is the exact location of this station?

b. What orgenizations, both French and Israeli, are involved in the
supply of materials and components and in its construction?

¢, What is the expected capital cost of the station? bhat are the
expected operating costs? What is the expected cost per kilowatt-hours
and how will this compare with conventional power costs?

d: Give the following specifications for the reactor:

(1) Vvhat is the total thermal power, gross and net electric
power of the station?

(2) VWhat are the reactor fu#l specifications--type df matéeial,
amount, cladding, and fuel element assembly? Who will supply the
material and fabricate the fuel elements?

(3) Wnat material will be ased as reactor moderator? How much
will be needed? Who will supply the material?

(L) What material will be used ag the primary collant? How will
it be supplied? If gas, what are the specified inlet and ocutlet
temperatures and pressures?

(5) What will be used as the secondary collant? What are the
requirements for water for the station? How will these be met?

e. How will bhe irradiated fuel elements from the reactor be hgndled?
Does Israel plan to establish a chemical separation plant® If so, when,
where, and what processes are being considered?

3, If the information is denied:
a. hhat is the current Israeli plan for nuclear power?

b, "hat is the current status of the Franco-Israeli agreement for
atomic energy cooperation?
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